My best friend’s gay and (oves me

Dear Samuel

I'm sure you were surprised when Misheck told you
about his feelings for you and although you feel
uncomfortable around him now, the things you like
about him haven't changed. There’s no reason to stop
being his friend just because he'’s sexually attracted to
boys. He took a big step in telling you his secret.

Be completely honest with him about your own
feelings. Tell him that you aren’t gay so you can’t be his
boyfriend. Don’t mess around with his emotions. And if
you can, let him know that you don't reject him and you
don’t want this to spoil your friendship.

Try to imagine how he feels and let him talk to you
about being gay — he’s probably quite lonely if people
around are against gays. If he doesn’t already know
other gay people and organisations, encourage him to
make these contacts.

Whatever you decide about your friendship with
Misheck, you mustn’t tell anyone else — only he can
decide who he wants to tell and when.Your society and
schoolmates may be very negative so not many gay
people want to ‘come out’. But Misheck is your friend
and needs your support.

Auntie Stella
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ACTION POINTS

@® What do you think of Auntie Stella’s answer?
Will Samuel be able to do what she says?

@® Imagine everyone is homosexual (gay) and you are the
only heterosexual (straight) person.What would people
say to you?! How would you convince people that your
sexuality is natural? How do you know? How would
you feel when people tell you your feelings are
unnatural?

@® If you're straight (not gay), do you need to learn more
about gay people! What else do you need to make you
more understanding? And what can you do, individually
and as a group, to change the way people think about
gays and behave towards them? Make a list and get
extra ideas from a gay-friendly organisation. Report
back to your group after two weeks.

@® Think about other groups of people in society (poor
people, disabled people or people from different
backgrounds, for example) who are discriminated
against. Why do you think society is critical of them?

©TARSC



